
Continue to Help Virginia Children with Mental Illness
Two priorities for 2014: Crisis Services and Transition Services

The Problem 
• As many as 100,000 children and adolescents in Virginia suffer from a serious mental health disorder. 
• New funding the last two years has increased access to child psychiatry and crisis response services in some areas, but we 

need to create additional capacity to reach more children.
• Older teens with mental health disorders have no specialized services to help them transition successfully to the adult mental 

health system, and many fall through the cracks. 

The Good News - Funding Works: 
• Crisis response services and child psychiatry services in three regions of the state (Southwest Virginia, Central Virginia, and 

Greater Richmond) led to a 21% reduction in usage of the Commonwealth Center for Children and Adolescents for those 
areas in FY13.

• 520 children benefitted from additional child psychiatry in those areas in FY13, either from telepsychiatry (75), face to face 
(323), or psychiatric consultation with a primary care provider (122). Faster access meant fewer hospitalizations and more ac-
curate diagnosis and treatment.

• The other two regions of the state (Northern Virginia and Hampton Roads) are in the process of setting up their services.  

Build on the Last Two Years’ Progress:
• We need to augment the existing funding so that more children can be reached with a more comprehensive array of  

crisis services.
• Older teens with mental illness need transition services to help them engage in treatment and navigate the changing  

service delivery system as they become adults.
 
Senators: How to Help

• Children’s crisis services:
• Support 308 #21s (Howell): Adds $2.4 million GF/year to create a more robust crisis response continuum of care for  

children in two regions or sub-regions of the state.
• Transition-age services: 

• Support Gov. McDonnell’s $3.5 million/$4 million GF to increase access to outpatient services for older teens and  
young adults.

• Support Item 308 #25s (Deeds): Adds $120,000 GF/year for pilot program to improve outcomes for teens with mental 
health disorders in Piedmont area.

Delegates: How to Help
• Children’s crisis services: 

• Support 308 #21h (Yost): Adds $2.4 million GF/year to create a more robust crisis response continuum of care for children 
in two regions or sub-regions of the state.

• Transition-age services: 
• Support Gov. McDonnell’s $3.5 million/$4 million GF to increase access to outpatient services for older teens and  

young adults.
• Support Item 308 #25h (Toscano): Adds $120,000/year for pilot program to improve outcomes for teens with mental 

health disorders in Piedmont area. 
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Campaign Partners

Steering Committee Members
Voices for Virginia’s Children
Mental Health America-Virginia
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) of Virginia 
Virginia Association of Community Services Boards

Partner Organizations:
Updated Partner list –Campaign for Children’s Mental Health
Alleghany Highlands Community Services
American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry- Virginia Chapter
American Academy of Pediatrics- Virginia Chapter
Beacon Tree Foundation
Chesterfield Community Services Board
ChildSavers
City of Virginia Beach, Child and Youth Services
Colonial Services Board
Commonwealth Parenting (Richmond)
Concern Hotline (Winchester)
Crossroads Counseling Center
Elk Hill
Extra Special Parents
FACES of Virginia Families (Foster, Adoption and Kinship Organization)
Fairfax Partnership for Youth
FAM Richmond (Families Are Magic)
Families & Allies of Virginia’s Youth
Hallmark Youthcare Richmond
Higher Horizons Head Start and Early Head Start
Influential Family Services, Inc. 
Jannie Holloway-Ashburne, LPC
Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater Washington
Jewish Social Service Agency (JSSA) in Northern Virginia
JustChildren, a program of the Legal Aid Justice Center
Legislative Coalition of Virginia Nurses
Mathews County Schools
The Madeline Centre (Lynchburg)
Medical Home Plus (Richmond)
Mental Health America of Augusta
Mental Health America of Central Virginia
Mental Health America of Roanoke Valley
Mid-Atlantic Juvenile Defender Center
M.T. Sorrell – Danville Arc
National Association of Social Workers- Virginia Chapter

National Institute of Family Counseling
Psychiatric Society of Virginia
Richmond Behavioral Health Authority
The Rodgers’ Initiative for Children’s Health
ROSMY
Strategic Therapy Associates
Tucker Pavilion (Richmond)
Valley Community Services Board
Virginia Alliance for School Counseling
Virginia Association of Counties
Virginia Association of School Nurses
Virginia Coalition for Juvenile Justice
Virginia College of Emergency Physicians
Virginia Counselors Association
Virginia Education Association
Virginia Head Start Association
Virginia Hospital and Healthcare Association
Virginia Municipal League
Virginia Poverty Law Center
Virginia Premier Health Plan
Virginia PTA
Virginia School Counselors Association
Virginia Treatment Center for Children
White Oak School, Danville Arc
Wise Enterprise, Inc.
World Federation for Mental Health
Youth Advocate Programs
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